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t the very moment 
when our societies, 
i and indeed human- 
ity in general, are stepping for- 
ward into the 21st century, the 
future is giving rise to deep 
debate. On the one hand the progress of knowledge, par- 
ticularly in science and technology, provides some ground 
for hope for the future of humankind. On the other hand, 
September 11 still dominates our thoughts and reminds us 
that our modern world is dangerously exposed to all kinds 
of perils, conflicts and unforeseen disasters 
We want to see a world in which peace, democracy, free- 
dom, social justice, fairness, tolerance, human rights and 
social inclusion reign supreme. And we also want the men 
and women of the third millennium trained to grasp the 
nature of the society in which they live and can partici- 
pate with ease because they have the capacity to make 
decisions and choices based on a thorough understanding 
of every situation. In a nutshell, we want every individual 
to be the master of his or her fate, as performer, creator 
and producer; to be able to make a full contribution to 
the development of all aspects of society, whether eco- 
nomic, political, social or cultural. 

Our aim is for every human being to be able to fulfil what 
the International Commission of Education for the 21st 
Century calls "active citizenship", responsible citizenship. 
But how is this citizenship to be built and at what level ? 
We would like to pause for a moment to ask the 
following questions : 

• How many students, having completed a geography 
course, have gained a precise understanding of the 
geography of hunger or the way in which fresh drink- 
ing water is shared ? 

• How many of those students, at the end of a course in 
contemporary history, are able to grasp the contradicto- 
ry logic which arises from the decolonisation process - a 
logic which partly governs the modem world ? 

• Are there any who have learned from literature, through 
clear examples, that the right to express oneself in the 



written word is still all too often a privilege, yet the abil- 
ity to express oneself in this way is a necessary condi- 
tion of freedom ? 

• And have any been able to form an integrated under- 
standing of the totality of human rights, so profoundly 
different and yet still an undivided whole ? 

Education for citizenship should have as a major objective 
the aim of providing students with the knowledge, skills 
and understanding needed to play a constructive part 
within society. It should support their spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural growth, so that they become more 
confident and responsible both in and out of school. 
Students should be encouraged to take a significant part 
in the life of their school, their neighbourhood, their com- 
munity and in a wider sense the world in general. 
Education for citizenship should give equal support to the 
learning of universal values as a basis of understanding, to 
the respect for cultural, ethnic and religious differences, 
and to the development of the ability to think, to criticise 
and to take a stand. 

Education along these lines cannot be delivered by the 
school system alone, but there is no doubt that it is dur- 
ing the first years at school that the basis for citizenship 
training should be laid down. This time is crucial in the 
building of children's personalities, their ability to under- 
stand their world and learning skills they will need 
throughout the whole of their lives It is also when edu- 
cation reaches the greatest number of young people that 
teachers and the democratic school providing its equality 
of opportunity have a fundamental role to play in creat- 
ing active citizens 

One of the most dearly visible challenges facing us in the 
21st century is that of teaching our children how to be 
active, responsible citizens 



Fred van Leeuwen 
General Secretary 
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yL 1 T V | n the campaign 

# 4 / 1 ^ I to mobilise pub- 

1/ I lie opinion on 

the importance of access to 
free education for all, El is undertaking in concert with 
the Global Campaign for Education (GCE), a Global 
Action Week on April 22 to 28. 



ing the awareness of the individ- 
ual and collective advantages 
that are obtained by the com- 
munity as a whole. In this 
respect, the organisations, 
which are integral to civil soci- 
ety, have a dynamic role to play 
in the process. 



Education For All: a way to combat 
poverty 



All of the research carried out by international organi- 
sations clearly shows that general access to basic edu- 
cation is critical to the reduction of poverty. The action 
plan adopted by the World Education Forum in Dakar 
(April 2000) aimed at achieving Education For All (EFA) 
between now and 20 1 5 took this position with the con- 
dition that all the governments concerned would sub- 
mit national action plans. The process of working out 
national plans is at present being carried out, with the 
participation of civil society organisations. However the 
level of participation by civil society is solely guided by 
national education authorities. 



Access to education for all guarantees the ability to 
escape from poverty. Education. International is con- 
vinced of the truth of this, and for this reason is sup- 
porti ng the efforts of the various pa rt ners to ach ieve th e 
aims set out in Dakar. The EFA process has gained our 
support because it rests on principles and values we 



espouse 






Grey areas still exist: the transfer of responsibility for 
education to the private sector, the quality of the edu- 
cation which will be delivered, the level of training of 
the personnel involved, and whether access to basic 
education will be free or not are matters that have 
raised questions and doubts regarding the effective 
implementation of EFA in all countries. 



Is there a price tag on the escape from 
poverty? 

There is a strong demand for education from families 
everywhere in the world. However some people, partic- 
ularly in the rural areas of poor countries, question the 
usefulness of a formal education based on traditional 
programmes that often have little to do with the every- 
day lives of people who are largely concerned with agri- 
culture, stock-rearing and fishing. 

These people must be helped to understand that edu- 
cation is a way in which they can improve their stan- 
dard of living and ensure a decent quality of life. They 
cannot be forced to demand access to basic education. 
This would be pointless. It can only be achieved by rais- 



But universal education also 
raises problems from the point 
of view of the provider. What 
should be the content of the 
education on offer? What should 
the conditions of access be: free, 
partially free or paid? 

The nature of education offered - 
the content and cost - deter- 
mines to a large extent the level 
of demand. Setting up educa- 
tion for all is aimed mainly at 
the most marginalised families. 

It would be inconceivable that 
such families should be obliged 
to pay for access to education for their children. To be 
obliged to pay for the privilege of escaping poverty 
would be a political absurdity and economically and 
socially impossible. 



The Global Campaign for Education-! GCE), in which El 
is a partner, will be highlighting all these questions dur- 
mg jhe^d..G loba DActi o n Week. The GCE hopes to 
sound the alarm and raise the awareness of political 
decision-makers to the fact that the provision of 
Education For All by 20 1 5 can only be achieved if clear 
and concrete undertakings are made to end fees and 
charges for education. 



This is by no means the case at the moment, including 
in the so-called public education system. Sometimes 
families are obliged to buy textbooks, sometimes they 
must pay teaching fees, and often they have to buy uni- 
forms from businesses which have a monopoly on 
manufacturing and distribution - and frequently that 
business is in the hands of high-level government rep- 
resentatives. Anyone who does not speak out against 
these practices, tacitly accepts them. And those who 
are involved in this way are profiting by the poverty of 
the poorest families. 

El will spotlight all these questions over the coming 
months by publicising contemptible practices like 
these, which are in the final analysis additional hurdles 
to access to education for all. ♦ 
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